B.  THE MOROCCO PROBLEM

i.   THE TANGIER "COUP DE TH&ATRE"

ON a stormy day in 1905, it was the 3ist of March, the
Emperor William, who was on a yachting trip in the Mediter-
ranean, anchored off Tangier. He had gone there much against
his wishes at the instigation of Herr von Holstein and the
Imperial Chancellor, Prince Biilow. The sea was very rough
and he disembarked with considerable misgiving, but once
on shore worse still was in store. He was now obliged to
mount a fiery Arab stallion and ride to the square, which he
found occupied by an enthusiastic multitude gesticulating and
uttering loud cries and who, as the police informed him., were
predominantly an assembly of Spanish anarchists. Actually a
number of official deputations, including all the European resi-
dents in Tangier and the district, and an uncle of the Sultan
Abdul Azziz, were there to receive him. The object of this
visit was to announce to the world the German Emperor's
recognition of the Sultan of Morocco as an independent sove-
reign and ruler of that country. This gesture produced violent
repercussions throughout Europe. The events which led up
to this unanticipated step and subsequent crisis are as follows.
In 1880 representatives of the leading European Powers
had met together at Madrid and signed the Madrid Conven-
tion ; an agreement between the Powers and the Sultan of
Morocco providing for a policy of the "Open Door" in that
country. Although at that time no specific mention of this
occurred in the Treaty, the fact of its signature implied
recognition by all the signatory Powers of the independence
and integrity of the Sultan. This had remained the view of
the British Government until 1904. In Britain it was felt
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